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Gapyeong, Korea, 2011-2012 Guesthouse Rivendell

Installing River, Sky and Mountain on the Surrounding(architecture).



GueSthouSQ Rivendell Gapyeong, Korea, 2011-2012

Installing River, Sky and Mountain on the Surrounding(architecture).

Exotic Architecture

What is the meaning of the Exotic Architecture? From the second half of 2002, the
construction of the pension and rural residence began to be a fashion in Gapyeong
region including Yangpyeong and Cheongpyeong which are located along the north
Han River. The capitalist began to rebuild Gapyeong following the colonial Ameri-
can architecture or medieval European architecture as if with one accord. Hence, the
exotic architectural codes implanted by the capitalist were getting to the familiar cul-
ture for Korean. However, the reality is changing differently, since the exotic feeling
is not coming from the intimateness, but results from the strange and unfamiliar
things. Consequently, Gapyeong is metamorphosing from the contest place of exotic
architecture into the discarded miniature as outdated. I just want to throw a ques-
tion. What is the sustainable exotic architecture in Korea?

Installation Effect of Exotics

With Philosophy and Literary aesthetics, contemporary Art has suggested an alter-
native discourse and vitality in the real life. Especially, Installation art has taken firm
position with its artistic value and the effect generated by the installation act itself. In
case the installation is recognized as an unpractical structure, what is the reason for
the existence of the installation art? It could be understood with the installation
effect. Unlike the sculptures which are stationary subjects, spectators could set their
own viewpoint in the subjects through the installation act. The origin point of the
exotic feeling occurs when the observers are looking the outside from the inside of
the structure. Towards the exotic atmosphere of Gapyeong region, Rivendell is
throwing the idea to install a real exotic environment in the internalized architectural
space. In the outside environment and architecture, the space could be recognized as
a canvas for installing river, mountain and sky. The surroundings which were famil-
iar for the observers are disintegrated and become a new exotic experience. There-
fore, Rivendell is the installation itself laying observers” account on the installation
effect.

Guesthouse Rivendell

Rivendell discards the style, the value and the limitation of the architecture relying
on the source. It reproduces the exotic romance centered on the new program. The
new program is located in the space structure in which the relationship of the owner
and the guests would be paradoxically defined. The guests would occupy the central
area of the whole structure. The circulation and the space of the owner were sepa-
rated with the guests to support and make service for them. Internalized court which
could be understood as an artery among the whole spaces of Rivendell would lead
the guests to each space equipped with river, mountain and sky. The master bed-
room installed for the guest was designed as a huge camera lens, and will continu-
ously response to the change of the surroundings. A guest could enjoy the concrete
shadow in the living room in which the sunrise is installed. The pool in which the
north Han River is installed and the roof on which the topography of riverside is re-
stored show that Rivendell is installed as huge river gravel. In the river gravel in-
stalled with fireflies, ground and sky, people greet the new exotic morning,.
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Location : 21, Goseong-ri, Cheongpyeong-myeon, Gapyeong-gun, Gyeonggi-do, Korea
Site area: 3,353 m?

Structure : RC/SRC

Building area: 723.05m?

Total floor area: 955.89 m?

Number of floors : 2 upper floors, 1 basement floor
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1. Living Room
2. Kitchen

3. Utility Room
4. Maid Room
5. Storage

6. Room
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